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A Village of Afterschool Partners

By Josh Caballero

Most of us can probably think of several people beyond our parents who played very important roles in our lives when we were children. Aunts, uncles, teachers, family friends,
neighbors, church friends, and so many more helped care for us in a variety of small
ways and helped shape the messages we received as children. As the saying goes, it takes
a village to raise a child. I am reminded of this saying often now that I have an almost 2
year old at home and I think about the many family members and friends who are acting
as our village, but it also came to mind recently while working at West Avenue Elementary.
Earlier this summer, it was brought to my attention
that the afterschool program at West Avenue would
no longer be offered this school year due to a loss in
district funding that helped support the CIS program.
As I spoke with Mr. Alexander, the principal at West
Avenue Elementary School, he expressed his concern
for his students and parents who benefited from that
program last year and would need afterschool services this year. Together we wondered if there was anyone who could help provide something for his “babies” during the afterschool time this school year.
As I began to meet with different adopt-a-school partners at West Avenue and other organizations in town, I discovered that there were several people willing to help in a variety of ways. Some partners could provide a variety of afterschool programming such as
dance, theatre, life skills, and art. Others could provide volunteers to help or snacks for
the kids. Everyone was willing to do their small part to help make sure that the children
and families at West Avenue received the afterschool care they needed.
At the Meet the Teacher event held just before the school year began we were able to
sign up over 30 families for the afterschool program to begin later this month. I’m extremely grateful for the village of community partners at West Avenue and the many
ways they help care for children in our neighborhood.

CALENDAR
Classes
Financial Literacy
Accelerated Classes
Thursdays
6 –8 pm
Homebuyer
Education II
Saturdays
1:00 - 6:00 PM
Call for details about
the next classes

Staff
Board of Directors:
Billy Davis Jr. –Pres
Ken Cooper—V.P.
Johnny Mankin—Treas
Dr. Van Allen
Carol Dugat
John Griffis
Tim Holtkamp
Rev. Frank Montgomery

Thank you Independent Bank for your continued support of our Housing Counseling
and House Construction efforts in Waco.
Check presented to Board of Directors of
Waco Community Development
Summit 2017
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Evaluate Your Housing Needs

By Darrell Abercrombie

Buying a home will probably be the biggest financial investment that you will make in
your life. Be sure to do your homework and carefully evaluate what your housing needs
are, where you want to live, and how much you can comfortably afford.
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Homeownership can be very rewarding if you
are properly prepared, know what to expect,
and make informed financial decisions. We
can help you make a monthly budget to help
you determine how much of a mortgage that
you can afford. We can also assist you with
learning and improving your Credit or FICO
Scores so that you can qualify for a Residential Mortgage. Depending on your income,
you may qualify for some Down Payment & Closing Cost Assistance from the City of
Waco if you take our FREE Financial Literacy & Homebuyer Education Classes.
Beverly lost her husband about a year ago. She was living in an apartment when she
heard about Waco Community Development. She filled out the intake form, came to
our classes and began working on settling accounts on her credit report and starting new
credit to create a positive payment history. Her credit score has come up and now she
is getting pre-approved for a mortgage to find out how much mortgage she can afford.
She is now working to find her home in her price range. She states that she has been
spending $750.00 on rent when she could have been putting her $750.00 towards the
purchase of her home. She is learning to be patient looking at the many homes so that
she can pick the home that is right for her. All of her children are grown; however, she
wants her grand-children to come over on Sunday’s to have dinner and quality time in
her own home.
Is buying a home right for you? Most people realize that purchasing a home is an important responsibility but usually 5-10 years down the line you tend to save more money buying a home versus renting. Come by or give us a call so that we can help you
with the best investment that you could ever have.

Thank you Summit—2017
We want to recognize and thank the many youth that came and served
in the heat in Waco. We had two major weeks of activity this summer.
The first group was Summit 2017, part of Chapelwood United Methodist Church. They came and served in June and were able to help 26 different homeowners in Waco with ramps, porches, painting and clean up
projects.

Building a ramp

The leadership and youth servants were incredible. We are looking forward to partnering with them again next year in serving our families in Learning how to cut siding
Waco. Continued….
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To the world you may be one reader,
but to one reader you may be the world.

By Cuevas Peacock

“This October I will make the ripe old age of 27. Since making my earthly
debut I have learned several phrases that have stuck with me as a source of
inspiration to carry me throughout my days. One of my favorite phrases is
by the American author, political cartoonist, poet, animator, book publisher,
and artist Theodor Seuss Geisel. Dr. Seuss, as most people would know
him, created countless pieces of literature that would inspire an entire world
to read. However, it was his words penned in the book, “I Can Read with
My Eyes Shut” that has remained a constant reminder of the power of reading. “The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more
you learn, the more places you’ll go”.
The ability to read is an essential component of finding success in life. Research shows that 3rd-grade reading scores play such a significant role that
they often predict one's likelihood of graduating high school and pursuing a
form of higher education. Knowing how the ability to read affects the youth of our community, we are extremely
grateful for the work of residents participating in the Book Club at JH Hines ES. Under the leadership of Minister Sandra Henry, Book Club volunteers meet weekly with students to engage in strategies aimed at improving one's reading.
As a result, the 15 second and third graders who participated in book club last year on average saw a grade level increase in their reading levels.
It is because of the dedication of Minister Henry and her team
of volunteers that our children are now more comfortable, confident, and capable of reading. Not only have they seen an increase in their reading scores but also in their desire to explore the world around them. The impact book club has had
on the impact of our community is tremendous. However, it is limited by the number of volunteers we have willing to
dedicate time towards the betterment of our youth. We need you! With an increase in book club volunteers we can
begin to support a larger number of student’s ability to read and achieve success in life. For more information on how
you can become a book club volunteer, please contact Minister Sandra Henry at 254.640.2118
"You're never too old, too wacky, too wild, to pick
up a book and read to a child." ~ Dr. Seuss

….Continued
The second even hotter week of work was our Bounce 2017. We had churches from Christoval, Lampasas and The
Woodlands serving during the extreme heat of July. They were able to re-roof 3 houses, paint 2 houses and build 2
sets of stairs for families in Waco. The group suffered through the unrelenting heat. But they served many families.

There was a lot of local support that made all of this happen. The following is a partial list: City of Waco—Housing
and Economic Development, Circle Lumber,
CES, Foxworth Galbraith, Columbus Avenue Baptist Church,
First Methodist Church
Waco, Western Heights
Baptist Church and several other churches in
Waco that served food.
THANK YOU!
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FALL CHALLENGE
Everyone loves a great challenge. With the beginning of
a new school year the teachers and coaches challenge
their students to do better and to do more. We are being
challenged as well.
This fall we need help from you with a challenge.
A group of families have pooled together to challenge us
to raise $10,000 in matching funds to their $10,000. They told us they would prefer that we
get new monthly donors but they will match up to $10,000 in new donations received in the
next 30 days.

Here is what they had to say when they issued the challenge:
"We are really impressed with your overall strategy of working with many different parts of
the community, but mostly we like your work with the children. Children are so important to
our communities. We like the work you do with the schools, parents and community members
to help the children, especially working with the book clubs and mentoring programs. Your
ability to get teenagers from throughout the state to work in the hot summer on the homes of
our elderly and disabled is really impressive. We challenge you to raise more money and do
more good."
Help us to meet this challenge. Our goal is to raise $10,000 in matching funds by September
30th. To do this we simply need 17 people to pledge $50/month. For every dollar you give it
produces another dollar that benefits out community.
“Helping to inspire and cultivate healthy neighborhoods.”

254-235-7358

BY THE
NUMBERS

Housing:
Homeowners:
New Homes:
Renovated:

292
57
20

Education:
Counseled:

2119

Maintenance:
Volunteers: 7,771
Vol. Hours: 86,770

Grass Roots
Leadership
Training:
Impacted:

www.WacoCDC.org

234

